June 27 we will study Acts 2:41-47.  Discussion questions are:

 

1. How would an E.M.T. check for signs of life in an accident victim? 

2. According to vs. 42 what are the signs of life in a Christian? 

3. What is the difference in “getting baptized” and getting a new life? 

4. Would you describe yourself as one who is devoted to the apostles’ doctrine?  If so, how do you know? 

a. List every doctrine you can think of.  

 i.      Which ones do we emphasize most?

 ii.      Which ones did Jesus emphasize most?

5. How would you describe the behavior of a person who is devoted to “the fellowship”? 

6. What is the difference in “breaking bread” and “the breaking of bread”?  (“the” 

      implies a special bread breaking, evidently the Lord’s Supper.)

7. What does being devoted to the breaking of bread add to the new life? 

8. The original text says they were devoted to “the prayers”, evidently the prescribed Jewish prayers that took place at regular intervals throughout the day.  How would being devoted to “the prayers” affect the new life? 

9. If it is not practical for us to meet together as often as these early Christians did, what are we to learn from their frequent assemblies? 

10. What has been the primary influence on your generation?  (A war?  T.V.?  Computers?) 

a. How should you apply vs. 40, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”? 

11. Are the phrases in vs. 46-46 (“ate together with glad and sincere hearts”; “praising 

God”; “enjoying the favor of all the people”) descriptive of us as a church?

      12, If you don’t feel you are experiencing the “new life” described in the text, what 

should you do?

 

Sermon:  Get Baptized Or Get A New Life?

 

Last week we looked at Peter’s sermon in Acts 2.  It’s a good sermon but it’s not the most eloquent sermon every preached.  And, yet, 3,000 people became Christians that day as a result of that sermon.  A couple of days later 2,000 more became Christians.  That kind of explosive growth continued for decades until Christianity became the most powerful force in the Roman Empire.  Those 5,000 people didn’t just “get baptized”, they got a new life.  How do we know they found new life?  Life always expresses itself.  A newborn baby cries and kicks and sucks.  Medical professionals often look for signs of life.  Life has to have signs.  Today’s passage describes the life people found in Christ and his church.  As we look at their new life you have to ask yourself, “Is that descriptive of my life?”  If it isn’t, you need to take a hard look at whether or not you are really following Christ.  

 

The first quality of the new life in Christ is devotion to the apostle’s doctrine.  What is that and how did those first Christians practice that devotion?  One sign of new life in a Christian is a hunger for doctrine.  I know it’s not in vogue to advocate doctrine but there is no getting around what the text says about devotion to doctrine being an indication of new life in Christ.  There is this assumption out there that doctrine divides and praise unites.  That is not accurate.  Yes people divide over doctrine but in the last 10 years there has been more division over praise than there has over doctrine.  The text says that both doctrine and praise were signs of life in the early Christians.  Vs. 47 says that the gladness of heart felt by those early Christians was expressed in praising God.  We are not going to quit praising God just because there has been division over praise.  And we are not going to abandon doctrine just because there has been division over it.  

 

What does the scripture mean by “doctrine”? Jesus is the Son of God and he died for our sins.  That is doctrine.  People who come for counseling nearly always need to hear about doctrine.  Sometimes they need to hear about the doctrine of forgiveness or the doctrine of repentance or the doctrine of love.  Always they need to hear about the doctrine of hope.  I have a little note on my desk that I glance at every time I do counseling.  It says, “Give them hope.”  That’s one of the greatest doctrines in the entire Bible.  Years ago a lady approached me angrily after church.  She said, “We need more doctrinal preaching.”  I told her I agreed with her and was planning to preach in the next few weeks on the doctrines of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  We were in a series on Galatians and would soon get to the list of those 9 fruits of the spirit listed in chapter 5.  She grimaced and replied, “That’s not what I mean.  I mean important doctrines like baptism.”  Who decides what doctrines are most important?  Jesus once prioritized doctrines and said the top 2 doctrines were to love God and love people.    

 

The text says that the early Christians were devoted not only to doctrine but, specifically, to the apostles’ doctrine.  What is that?  In Acts 2 it is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  At this early stage of Christianity the apostles still have a lot to grasp.  Some time will pass before they understand God has set aside old Jewish food laws as well as the requirement of circumcision.  It will be some time before they understand that Gentiles are welcome in the church without first converting to Judaism.   As you get toward the end of the first century the apostles are dying off one by one.  And what did the church do as those apostles died off?  Did they say, “At last, now we get to decide what is to be preached.”?  No.  They collected the writings of those apostles and their close associates and bound them in a book we now call the New Testament.  Why did they do that?  Because they were devoted to the apostles’ teaching.  That’s why Paul said in Ephesians 2:20, the church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”  That is a synonym for the New Testament and the Old Testament.  

 

Why were the early Christians so devoted to the apostles’ doctrine?  Because they wanted to know more about Jesus, whose death had cut them to the heart.  Doctrine isn’t some thick book you read to prove your church is right and everybody else’s church is wrong.  Doctrine is what helps you understand who Jesus really is.  Take for instance the doctrine that says Jesus’ blood covers our sins.  Don’t you want to know more about that?  Don’t you want to know why his blood covers our sins?  Don’t you want to know how permanent that covering is?  If you do then you are interested in doctrine.  Mark Twain used to have this recurring nightmare where a huge Bible, a Bible bigger than he was, was laying on his chest, crushing him.  I think that’s how some feel about doctrine.  It’s this crushing weight that you can’t get rid of.  If you misunderstand the Bible it will be a great weight, crushing you.  The point of the Bible is understanding the heart of God.  And the clearest explanation of the heart of God is Jesus.  

 

How did those early Christians devote themselves to the apostles’ doctrine?  In vs. 40 Peter says, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  Have you been reading stuff about the generations?  If you went through the depression that formed your generation; if you went through WWII that formed your generation; if you were the first TV generation like mine, that formed you.  Many of you are in a generation that is formed by the computer.  My father’s Great Depression generation was characterized by scrimping and saving.  The current generation is formed by twittering and texting.  We are all deeply affected by our generation, the significant events of the time in which we live.  Peter is saying if you want to be a Christian, and you devote yourself to the truth of God’s word, it will take you right out of your generation.  No matter what the dominating influence on your generation – the depression, WWII, TV, or the computer – if you are a Christian you rise above that and march to the beat of a different drummer.  The determining factor in your life is no longer what your parents think or what your generation thinks or what societies’ role models think.  The only thing that matters is Jesus Christ and him crucified!  You no longer say my life is controlled by whether I’m rich or poor, white or black, Indian or Hispanic, educated or uneducated.  My life is controlled by He whom God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom I crucified!  

 

Remember the words of those men on the road to Emmaus?  “Did not our hearts burn within us as he opened to us the scriptures?”  If you open your Bible, praying, “God show me your Son.  Show me your heart as revealed through Jesus.”, you will fall in love with the apostles’ doctrine, because that’s what it is all about – revealing Jesus to you.  

 

So the first sign of new life is truth.  The second sign is love.  Each week in America over 110 million people go to church.  If you count all the people at every basketball game, every football game, every baseball game, every tennis match, every public sporting event and add them all up for an entire year that would not equal the number of people who go to church on a single weekend.  More people are in church this morning than will go to all the sporting events combined in America in an entire year.  Why do they do that?  Frankly some people don’t know why they do it.  Some do it out of tradition and others out of guilt. Why do you do it?  Hopefully you do it out of love for God.

 

Vs. 44 says, “They were together.”  They meet together every day at the Temple for worship and they can’t get enough of each other so they also meet in each other’s homes.   The text says, “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke break in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.” Acts 2:46  These new believers are like newlyweds – they can’t stand to be apart.  They enjoy one another’s presence.  That sign of new life is not very present with us today.  Well over half of you have to be continually exhorted to attend a small group or come back and encourage the young people on Sunday night when small groups are not meeting.  What are we to make of the fact that such a key sign of new life is so often missing in our fellowship?  

 

Let’s take a close look at those first 3,120 Christians as they come together.  Who is it that comes together?  What do they do when they come together?  Why do they come together?  

 

Who are these people who get together every night and enjoy a meal together and are just downright glad to be together?  Did you hear that descriptive phrase of their small group meetings, “glad and sincere hearts”?  It’s important to acknowledge that working people can’t typically spend that much time together every week.  For a brief time in history early Christians were able to suspend normal daily activity to just be together.  Remember who these 3,120 people were.  They were a gathering of Jews from all over the known world who have come to town for a festival.  For lack of a better illustration it was a bit like a huge K.O.A. Camp where people gather in an atmosphere that is not the norm for most of us.  It is an atmosphere where people have lots of free time on their hands.  There were also a large number of Jewish people who were residents of Jerusalem.  They were the homeowners who provided the meeting places for all those small groups.  The entire group is very inclusive.  They welcome people from other countries who speak foreign languages.  They welcome everyone, whether you are a 10’th generation Jew or a recent Gentile convert.  

 

What do they do when they come together?  They fellowship!  Fellowship wasn’t optional for these folks.  It was something vs. 42 says they were devoted to.  And they were devoted to “the” breaking of bread, the Lord’s Supper and to praying together.  It looks to me like weekly observance of the Lord’s Supper was not enough for those early Christians.  They wanted to remember every day.  Years later, by the time Acts 20 is written, the Lord’s Supper seems to have become a weekly event.  

 

Did you notice what happened when they devoted themselves to truth and love?  They became generous people.  Vs. 45 says they sold their possessions and goods and gave to anyone as he had need.  Being devoted to the things God loves will turn you into a generous person every time.  

 

Why do they come together?  Vs. 47 says they were “praising God”.  That’s what they were doing when they studied the apostles’ doctrine, when they were loving each other, when they were evangelizing.  Praise is a normal human response to something wonderful.  What is the instinct we all have when we see something magnificent for the first time?  We want to grab someone and say, “Look at that!”  Chances are the other person is already looking at it but praise won’t let you be silent.  Praise demands to come out and express itself!  The reason singing is so important in our worship is it is the number one way we let praise get out.  That’s why it is so disappointing to visit a church and discover you had the misfortune of sitting in a section of the auditorium where no one sings.  You get the feeling no one around you has any pent up praise they are burning to release.

 

One of the most praise filled people I ever had the good fortune to worship with was a man named Jack Woodward who became one of the best friends I ever had.  Jack was upbeat and full of faith and love for people.  He couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket but that didn’t stop him from singing at the top of his lungs.  One Sunday he was bellowing louder than usual and his sweet wife, Juanita, sought to have him tone it down a bit so she politely just patted him on the leg.  Being in the Spirit and with a heart full of love for God and people, Jack interpreted that as a love pat, patted her back and kept on singing with all his might!  I wish I could transfuse that spirit into every heart here today.  If I could amazing things would happen.  All criticism of our singing would immediately cease.  Visitors would return just to witness the miracle of an entire congregation singing with all their hearts.  People would be drawn to Christ before they ever hear the sermon.   

 

Long, long ago God wanted a family so He created us.  What does that tell you about your purpose here on earth?  God made you to be a part of His family.  He wants you to learn to get along with other members of his family.  He wants you to learn to enjoy praising him along side other members of his family.  You don’t have to look very far in this community called Ada to find a lot of people living very self-centered lives.  They live for themselves, for their own comfort.  They go through life never learning relationship skills.  They never learn how to love other people.  They never learn intimacy.  The never learn fellowship.  You and I were not called to live at that level.  We are called to be God’s family.

 

Isn’t it time you took personal inventory of your spiritual life?  How do you feel when you assemble with other Christians?  Why do you assemble with other Christians?  Does your participation in worship shout to the world that you have found new life in Christ and are enjoying every minute of it?  If not, see one of our elders or someone on the church staff or a friend in Christ you respect and ask for help as you begin living this wonderful new life that has been missing in you for so long.

