July 4 we will study Acts 3 with the primary emphasis on vs. 1-8.  Discussion questions are:

 

1. People often think money is the answer to their problem.  

a. What examples can you think of where it appeared money was the problem but the solution was not monetary? 

b. Which is easier, giving people money or helping them find Jesus? 

2. Peter and John likely walked by the lame man many times without noticing him.  

a. What causes us to not notice people who need our help? 

b. When it comes to raising your antenna to tune in to needy people, what people do you encounter on a regular basis who are easily overlooked? 

2. Peter and John get involved in the life of a man whom most people choose to ignore.  

a. Who are the people our society intentionally ignores? 

b. What can we do as a church to intentionally notice these people? 

2. How do you think the lame man viewed himself?  How did he view people who went to temple regularly? 

a. Undoubtedly some people see this church the way the lame man saw temple worshippers.  What can we do to change their impression of us? 

2. What does it take to change an ordinary Sunday into a Spirit-filled moment in time? 

3. Why do you suppose the lame man never made contact with Jesus prior to Peter telling him? 

4. The lame man hung around the temple every day but never learned about Jesus until the moment described in Acts 3.  

a. Who are the folks who hang around the church building but never learn about Jesus? 

b. How can we help those folks find Jesus? 

2. Do you suppose the lame man’s friends or family who carried him to the temple gate regularly got tired of helping him? 

a. One of the catch phrases in Christian literature today is “compassion exhaustion”. 



 i.      How do you know if you are suffering from compassion exhaustion?



 ii.      What is the cure for compassion exhaustion?

9. In your own life was there a moment in time when an ordinary day became the extraordinary day you began a 

meaningful relationship with Jesus?  Tell us about that day.

 

Sermon:  Just An Ordinary Day?

 

It was a day just like any other day.  His brothers had gotten him out of bed and gotten him dressed.  On their way to work they carried him to his usual spot at the main entrance to the Temple, the gate called Beautiful.  It was just an ordinary day, the sky wasn’t any bluer, the birds didn’t sing any louder, the sun didn’t shine any brighter.  It was just an ordinary day.  But before the sun sets this day it will become the most extraordinary day of his life.

 

Even in the womb, something had been wrong with his legs.  They were deformed and had no strength.  His mother never felt the usual kicking of the baby in her womb.  She knew in her heart something was wrong with this baby.  He was a contemporary of another Jewish baby whose experience in the womb was not typical, a baby named Jesus.  They were born around the same time and grew up in the same small country.  As a boy did he ever see Jesus?  Was he there, already practicing his begging skills, when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple for dedication?  Was he there when a 12 year old Jesus remained at the temple, discussing the Scriptures with the scholars?  He could have been.  If so, it had little impact on him.  All he is concerned with on this ordinary day is money in his cup.

 

It was just an ordinary day as he lay with his shriveled, twisted legs extended in front of him.  As his boring routine began he held out his tin cup and began his incessant pleading, “Alms, alms for the poor.”  As he begged he thought of all the days, the weeks, the months, the years he had lain in that same spot and gone through the same humiliating routine.  His feelings of worthlessness and insignificance hung from his self-esteem like a sack of heavy rocks around his neck.  There had never been a day in his life when he has not been a burden to somebody.  Alongside his outstretched, useless legs his future stretched out before him, a future full of nothing but the same worthlessness and humiliation.

 

It was just an ordinary day as he stared at his useless legs.  They were his but they weren’t really a part of him.  He had never felt them, never moved them.  He never ran as a boy, never walked as a man.  And today was just an ordinary day, no better and no worse than all the other days that made up his pitiful life.  

 

But without his knowledge and without his consent today would become the day he would never forget.  Today would take him from being a beggar destined for an obscure life and an obscure death and propel him into immortality.  He was about to leave the ranks of insignificance and become one of the most remembered people in all of human history.  

 

Meanwhile it was just an ordinary day and he was just an ordinary cripple, until 2 ordinary looking Jewish men come walking up to the gate called Beautiful and they notice something that isn’t beautiful, a man who can’t walk and wants only one thing – money.  It’s surely not the first time they have entered the gate and heard the cries of this beggar and a hundred others just like him.  You have to wonder where this lame man was all those times Jesus came to the temple and healed hurting people.  Where was he the time Matthew speaks of when Jesus came to the Temple specifically to heal the blind and the lame?  

 

(Picture: http://www.joyfulheart.com/holy-week/jesus_heals_the_lame_in_the_temple.htm) The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. – Matthew 21:14  

 

Maybe he wasn’t present on those occasions.  Maybe he was present and Jesus came in another gate and he didn’t know or couldn’t find anyone to carry him to Jesus.  Maybe he didn’t believe.  Or maybe God wanted his healing delayed until this precise moment in time when Peter would have a chance to use the healing as a powerful illustration of God’s ability to take away whatever burdens, whatever humiliation, whatever feeling of worthlessness, whatever guilt a person carries with them day after ordinary day.  Whatever the cause of his failure to be healed during Jesus’ ministry, something is about to happen on this ordinary day in the life of a crippled man.  For some reason on this ordinary day his begging captures the attention of both Peter and John.  Something about the crippled man captures their attention.  For some reason they notice.  Maybe it was the Holy Spirit tugging at their hearts.  Whatever the cause, they both stop dead in their tracks and look straight at him.  You don’t do that to a beggar unless you are ready to get involved in his life.  How many times had Peter and John walked right by this lame man and never noticed him?  They went to the Temple more often than you go to Wal-Mart.  Undoubtedly they had walked right by this lame man many times and never noticed him.  But today, on this ordinary day, they not only notice, they stop and stare intently at him.  And Peter demands that the lame man give them the same attention they are giving him.  “Look at us!” says Peter.  He looks, expecting money, and hears words he never imagined hearing.  “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” – Acts 3:6  Suddenly the day is no longer ordinary.  The lame man would certainly identify with the words of the old hymn, “O what a wonderful, wonderful day; day I will never forget.”

 

And here you are this morning in this gathering of Christians that Paul said was the new temple of God.  Here you are at the temple.  It started out as just an ordinary day for you.  The same old irritating alarm sounded and you dragged yourself out of bed and began your ordinary morning routine.  The same old cup of coffee, the same old shower, the same old grooming process, the same old ride to church with the same old arguing children in the back seat.  It’s just an ordinary day.  You parked in the same old spot you always park in, walked in the foyer and saw the same familiar faces greeting you warmly.  You made the same small talk and drifted into the auditorium to the same seat.  It’s just an ordinary day.  You glanced at the worship program.  It looks about the same as always.  You sang a song or two with interest and drifted off during a couple of songs.  It’s just an ordinary day.  You paid attention to some of the prayer until it passed the time limit of your listening skills.  It’s just an ordinary day.  You tried your best to focus on Jesus’ death during the Lord’s Supper.  You perked up during Kid’s Praise, hoping for a little comic relief.  Then came the marathon part of worship, the sermon.  You are trying your best to stay awake and occasionally wonder if you silenced your cell phone.  It’s just an ordinary day.  

 

This ordinary day could become the most memorable day of your life.  If you are sensitive to the calling of God’s Holy Spirit, if you stop and listen to what the Spirit is saying to you, this ordinary day will become the most extraordinary day of your life!  The lame man listened and at the end of the day he was walking and leaping and praising God.  If you listen to what the Holy Spirit is telling you today you will leave this building not trying to decide where to go to lunch, not mulling over how to spend your afternoon, but praising God!  If you came here today hopeless you can leave here today full of hope.  If you came here today a half-hearted church member you can leave here today a whole-hearted disciple of Jesus Christ.  If you came here today ready to give up on your marriage you can leave here today with the heart of a marriage builder.  If you came here today living a self-centered life you can leave here today living a God-centered life.  If you came here today lost you can leave here saved.  This ordinary day can be the extraordinary day of all days in your life.  

 

The climactic moment in the life of the lame man was when Peter looks straight at him and demanded, “Look at us!”  This very morning the Holy Spirit looks intently into your heart and makes the same demand of you.  “Look at us!  Look at the Father, how he loves you.  Look at the Son, how he died for you.  Look at the Holy Spirit, how he entreats you.”  

 

I know this is just an ordinary day.  I am well aware you may have come here today expecting nothing.  But something has happened hasn’t it?  Something of God’s message has at long last penetrated your heart.  The Holy Spirit of God has your attention.  There may never be another moment of such high drama in your life.  The decision you make this morning may well determine where you spend eternity.  As we sing this powerful invitation song, I implore you to internalize the words of Peter, “Look at us!  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up!”

