August 29 we will study Acts 9:31-43.  Discussion questions are:

 

1.        When you read of miracles in the days of Jesus and the apostles, what effect does it have 

       on you?

2.        What do the following passages teach concerning the purpose of miracles:  Acts 9:35,  

       41-42; 2:22, 43; 4:30; 5:12-14; John 20:30-31?

3.        Why would the 3 periods of time (Moses, Elijah & Elisha, Jesus & the apostles) be 

       accented by miracles more than other periods of time?

a.       What memorable miracles do you recall from each period?

4.       Do modern day television evangelist miracles meet the following criteria:

a.       The Lord alone is glorified.

b.      No showmanship

c.       The unsaved are often brought the Lord as a result of the miracles.

d.      The fact of the miracle is never questioned.

5.    What strikes you about Peter’s words in 9:33, “Jesus Christ heals you.” and his words in   

       9:40, “Tabitha, get up.”

6.        Do spiritual paralysis and spiritual death require the miraculous intervention of God?  

a.       Have you ever seen God work in these 2 areas?  

b.      Has he ever worked in your life in either area?

 

Sermon:  MIRACLES OF HEALING

 

If you’ve ever channel surfed the religious channels you have seen ministries promoting healing.  What are we to make of these 24 hour a day, 7 days a week healing programs?  Are we to believe them?  Should we support them financially or in our personal comments?  Should we label them charlatans and denounce them?  What I want to do this morning is present to you a clear summary of miracles of healing in the Bible and let you draw your own conclusions about today’s faith healers.  Acts 9 records 2 miracles done by the Apostle Peter.  While all miracles are extraordinary somehow these 2 miracles seem to carry extra weight.  Their location in Acts, following the conversion of Saul of Tarsus and the resultant “time of peace”, suggests they were a sign of God’s blessing on this new movement called Christianity.  

 

To understand miracles in the Bible you need to first understand that miracles were the exception, not the norm in Bible times.  Most of the miracles in the Bible occur in 3 clusters of time, none of which lasted over 50 years.  The first cluster of miracles occurred over a period of 40 years and were done by the hand of Moses.  The second cluster of miracles occurred over a period of 50 years and were done by Elijah and Elisha.  The third cluster of miracles occurred over a period of 30 years and were done by Jesus and the apostles.  The miracles done by Moses had a singular purpose – to establish the authority of God and to authenticate Moses as God’s representative.  The miracles done by Elijah and Elisha occurred during a time of great idolatry which included such horrendous sins as child sacrifice.  Those miracles testified to Israel that Jehovah alone is God.  The miracles done by Jesus and the apostles occur just prior to the writing of the New Testament.  Their purpose was to fulfill scripture and to validate the message of the gospel.  The structure of the Gospel of John is around 7 miraculous signs.  The purpose of those miracles is clearly stated at the end of the book.  “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” – John 20:30-31

 

Let’s take a quick look at the 2 miracles recorded in today’s text:

 

THE HEALING OF AENEAS IN ACTS 9:33-35

 

“There he found a man named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. "Aeneas," Peter said to him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your mat." Immediately Aeneas got up. All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.” 

 

For 8 years Aeneas has needed someone to dress him, carry him around, put him in bed at night, and all sorts of personal hygiene tasks most people can perform for themselves.  His paralysis has rendered his life meaningless.  Notice the simplicity and lack of fanfare in how Peter heals him.  There is no big crowd, no close-up from the camera, nobody rubbing magic oil on Peter’s hands, no slapping on the forehead, no groups of people falling to the floor, “slain in the spirit”, no showmanship, no theatrics, and no appeal for money to “help keep this ministry on the air”.  Could Peter have been any more matter of fact than to use 4 brief words:  “Jesus Christ heals you.”  

 

THE HEALING OF TABITHA IN ACTS 9:36-42

“In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, "Please come at once!" 

Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive. This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. “

There is some drama surrounding the death of this beloved sister in Christ.  She lived such a servant’s life her friends grieved hard.  Picture the scene, a bunch of hysterical Jewish women all crowded into one room crying and showing Peter the robes Tabitha had made.  There was some big time emotion going on.  What an opportunity for Peter to take advantage of a bunch of emotional widows if he is so inclined.  What an opportunity to have everyone get out their checkbooks.  What an opportunity to preach your most emotion packed sermon and get a few folks to swoon.  But Peter doesn’t have an Elmer Gantry bone in his body.  Look at what he does.  Of all things, he dismisses the entire crowd.  Only Peter and the deceased Tabitha are left in the room.  He kneels in private prayer and then with even fewer words than he used to heal Aeneas he simply says, “Tabitha, get up.”  There is nobody present to “give the Lord a hand offering”.  There is no chorus of amens.  Just Peter and Tabitha, quietly rejoicing in the power of God.  

 

If you wonder where Peter got the idea of doing such great miracles in such a low-keyed fashion look at the example he saw in Jesus recorded in Mark 5:   

“He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." But they laughed at him.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!"). Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. – Mark 5:37-43

Of the 37 accounts of healing in the Gospels and in the book of Acts, only 10 occurred with a crowd present.  12 occurred in front of a small group of people and 15 occurred in private settings like the one at Tabitha’s home.

Peter not only dismisses the crowd, like Jesus did, but he says virtually identical words.  

As we leave this text this morning may I share with you 4 common criteria for miracles in the New Testament:

 

1.       The Lord alone is glorified.  

2.       There is no showmanship.

3.       The unsaved are attracted to the Lord by the miracle.

At the healing of Aeneas:

Acts 9:35 - All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

At the healing of Tabitha:

Acts 9:42 - This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.

4.       The fact of the miracle is not questioned by anyone, including non-believers.

In Matthew 12 when Jesus heals a demon-possessed man, the most non-believing people present, the Pharisees, do not question the fact of the miracle.   They question the source of power but not the presence of power.  

Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?" But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons." (Matthew 12:22-24)

 

Most of our time this morning has been spent looking at the contrast between the miraculous healings in the New Testament and those who claim to be able to perform such miracles today.  While there is lots of room for skepticism about many of those who claim to be healers today that is not to suggest for a moment that God cannot or does not heal people today.  He absolutely does!  He heals bodies and He heals spirits.

 

I’m wondering this morning if there are those here today who need their spirits healed?  Has your spirit been crippled by abuse?  God can heal you!  Have you been blinded by the lure of immoral things?  God can heal you!  Have you been deafened by the loud call of worldliness?  Cod can heal you!  Has your soul been ravaged by sin?  God can heal you!  Have you lost the ability to communicate in a marriage grown stale?  God can heal you!  Has your soul been infected by anger and hatred?  God can heal you!    Are you one of those believers who is losing interest in things that once seemed vital?  God can heal you!  Have songs that used to stir your heart become just words on a screen?  God can heal you!  Have you let the message of Christ become just a delay in your lunch plans?  God can heal you!  In the words of scripture have you left your first love?  Have you grown weary in well doing?  Is your heart no longer hot or cold but lukewarm?  God can heal you!

 

To those who were physically dead both Jesus and Peter said, “Arise!”  To you who are needing your spirits healed I say the same thing this morning, Arise!

 

