September 5 we will study Acts 10:1-11:18.  The emphasis will be on 10:23-48.  Discussion questions are: 

1. If Cornelius lived in your neighborhood would you regard him as lost? (10:22, 35)

2. What effect does prejudice have on our evangelism efforts?

a. What are some principles or beliefs that you have held that have limited your ability to reach out to people different from you?

b. How would others around you feel if you moved beyond these limits?

3. What activities of the Holy Spirit do you see in Acts 10?

a. He prepares Cornelius’ heart. (10:1-6)

b. He works on Peter’s prejudice. (10:9ff)

                                                               i.      How would you describe the emotion Peter must have felt when he was told to eat unclean animals?

                                                             ii.      How would you describe the emotion when it becomes clear to a person that they have been living with prejudice towards others?

1.      Have you ever had such an experience?

c. He validates the salvation of Gentiles. (10:44; 11:15-18)

4. How would you tell the 7 point message of Acts 10 in your own words:

c. God shows no partiality.

d. Jesus came as a human.

e. Jesus’ energy was spent destroying the effects of evil.

f. Jesus was killed.

g. Jesus was raised.

h. Jesus is judge.

i. Jesus offers forgiveness.

5. Why was Peter so succinct about the crucifixion? (10:39)

6. Why did the Holy Spirit come on Cornelius? (10:44-45; 11:15-17)

c. What is the connection between the Holy Spirit coming on Cornelius and his coming on others on the day of Pentecost? (11:15) 

Sermon:  WHO IS WELCOME IN THE KINGDOM? 

The Holy Spirit is so vital to having a healthy spiritual life.  Sadly we have all too often quenched the Holy Spirit by attempting to put him in a manmade box and control his activities.  We do that by overreacting to those who see the Holy Spirit behind every tree and controlling every event in our lives.  Acts is chocked full of information about the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of men today.  As we study the conversion of a man named Cornelius let’s do our best to be observant to the “behind-the –scenes” activity of the Holy Spirit. 

In the events we read about this morning the Holy Spirit will be seen working to prepare the heart of a Gentile; to remove an iceberg of Jewish prejudice against Gentiles in the heart of Peter; and to confirm the legitimacy of Gentiles entering the Kingdom.   It will be the Holy Spirit who awakens the hunger for God expressed in Cornelius’ prayer life and alms giving.  It will be the Holy Spirit who sends a vision of animals once considered unclean to change Peter’s racist heart.  It will be the Holy Spirit who falls on the first Gentiles to enter the Kingdom just like he did in Acts 2 on the first Jews to enter the Kingdom. 

The story begins in Acts 10:23b-29 - The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along. 24The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a man myself." 
 27Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?" 
What a remarkable moment in history!  A ranking member of a subjugating military garrison falls at the feet of one of the people he has helped subjugate and attempts to worship him.  Cornelius is so hungry for relationship with God he is willing to worship a Jew if that will bring him closer to God.  Peter rejects the worship, acknowledging, “I am only a man myself.”  Just as an aside, that is strange behavior for one whom many consider to be the first Pope.  That is very un-pope-like!
Peter asked, “Why did you send for me?”  30Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.' 33So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us." 
 34Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.  – Acts 10:30-35
When Peter begins to teach Cornelius he makes 7 distinct points that form a marvelous pattern for authentic gospel preaching.  Peter does not bother explaining to Cornelius details about the organization of the church, the specific acts of worship, or the number of steps in the plan of salvation.  What he does do is to present the gospel.  What Peter says to Cornelius is what you need to be saying to your friends.  Let’s notice the 7 points made by Peter:
1.GOD SHOWS NO PARTIALITY.
A person’s background, educational level, financial status, race, or social class are of no importance to God.  Peter’s classic description of the man God seeks is in these words, “God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.” (Acts 10:35)  Don’t misunderstand that statement.  That is not a definition of salvation.  That statement simply means that God recognizes that Cornelius has an honest heart and a receptive attitude.  Cornelius still needs a lot more if he is to go to Heaven when he dies.  He needs Jesus.  He is acceptable to God in the sense that he is an honest seeker.  That is what God wants of everyone.  That is where the gospel begins, with your desire to honestly know God’s will for your life.  
2.JESUS, WHO WAS GOD, BECAME A HUMAN BEING.
36You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power…” – Acts 10:36-38a
Jesus did not come primarily to show us how God behaves but to show us how a man behaves if he lives as God intends him to.  The world is constantly defining appropriate behavior for human beings.  The world defines masculinity as a non-quiche eating John Wayne-like tough guy.  The world defines femininity as having the elegance of Jacqueline Kennedy.  Jesus defined real humanity as living like a servant, regardless of how tough or elegant your veneer is.  No one is ever a real man or a real woman in God’s eyes until they are indwelt by and led by the Holy Spirit who wants to give you the heart of a servant.
3.JESUS SPENT HIS ENERGY DESTROYING THE EFFECTS OF EVIL.
“He went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  39"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. – Acts 10:38b-39a
Jesus destroyed the effects of evil everywhere he went.  He came into a sinful world that had no hope and gave them hope.  His constant message to people enslaved by sin was, “There is a way out of your bondage.”  Now, more than ever, our sinful world desperately needs to hear that message.  Some of you desperately need to internalize that message.  You can overcome your bondage, your addiction, your sin.  Several years ago a young man attended the church in California where Ray Stedman was preaching.  Ray just happened to be preaching on this passage from I Corinthians 6, “9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11And that is what some of you were.” – I Corinthians 6:9-11a  After reading the text Ray stopped and said, “How many in this congregation belong in this category?  How many have ever been guilty of some of the things that are listed in these verses?”  All over the congregation hands began to rise.  The young man looked around at the sea of hands being raised and said to himself, “These are my kind of people!”
“That is what some of you were.”  That is what Christ does.  He sets us free from how we were.  He spent his energy destroying the effects of evil.
4.THEY KILLED JESUS.
“They killed him by hanging him on a tree….” – Acts 10:39b
Peter has no commentary on the fact of the cross.  It is almost as if he does not want to dwell on it.  He simply says, “They put him to death.”  I know of no place in scripture where the gore of the cross is detailed by someone preaching the gospel.  Evidently the mere mention of the word “cross” was enough.  Cicero, the Roman orator, said, “The cross is so terrible that it should not be mentioned in polite company.”  In spite of Cicero’s hesitation the cross will be and must be mentioned every time the gospel is preached or else the gospel has not been preached!
5.HE AROSE!
“40but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.” – Acts 10:40-41
“I saw him.  I ate with him.”  What an impressive, powerful testimony!  Peter is saying, “His body was real.  He really did break the barriers of death.”  Isn’t that what we are all dying to know?  When it comes our time to be dying isn’t that what we crave to know?  There is an episode of the T.V. show “Mash” where the surgeon, Charles Winchester, speaks for us all as he stands near the side of a dying soldier and pleads, “Can you hear me?  What are you seeing?  Please, I must know.”  The answer to that question given by those who witnessed the resurrection is, “I see Jesus!”
6.JESUS WILL BE YOUR JUDGE.
“42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 
That is either the best news or the worst news you will ever hear.  If Jesus is not only your judge but also your savior that is wonderful news.  Imagine going to court only to discover that your defense attorney also happens to be the judge!  But if Jesus is not your savior the news that he will be your judge is terrifying.  The one who died on the cross for you is the one who will decide your fate for not loving him enough to live your life for him.  That is a frightening thought.
7.JESUS REALLY WANTS TO FORGIVE YOU.
43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." – Acts 10:43
All rational human beings experience guilt.  That is a major reason we are so restless and try so hard to escape from reality.  That is why so often we cannot stand to be alone with ourselves.  All that is to say we desperately need forgiveness.  As Christians this morning we share together in the Lord’s Supper as a reminder that our sins have been forgiven.  Nothing would thrill the heart of God any more than for someone who entered this building today consumed with guilt to go away forgiven.  That’s what this invitation we offer every Sunday is about – an opportunity for you to accept the forgiveness God so graciously offers.
